
We’re lightweights.
That’s our biggest strength.

You don’t need a huge vehicle to tow your Adria caravan, so you’ll always be miles ahead on 
running costs. Every Adria model is low in weight but ultra-strong and stable, designed for tough 
Australian conditions, and complete with a factory-backed 2 year warranty.

No wonder there’s more than 800 Adrias on the road, all around Australia.

www.adriamobil.com.au                   www.carlons.com.au
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Beat the price rise  

across the range.  

Only limited  
numbers still  
available.  
Enquire now!
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For a more upmarket feel, head 
west to the ‘other end’ of Sixth 
Street – across Congress Ave and 
into the Warehouse and Market 
districts – home to venues such as 
Ranch 616, a buzzy Tex Mex-style 
restaurant with eclectic decor 
consisting of mounted animal 
heads and disco balls. In true 
Texas style, the portions are 
enormous (the T-bone is the size 
of a baseball mitt) and the drink 
options dangerous (try a Fire in 
the Hole – a shot of vodka served 
inside a jalapeno pepper with a 
beer chaser).

Next door is Rattle Inn, part-
owned by Ray Benson, frontman 
of country music group Asleep at 
the Wheel. Benson often plays at 
the venue and it’s worth a visit to 
check out the men’s bathroom 
(I won’t spoil the surprise).

Carlos Santana also owns a bar 
called Maria Maria, and Matthew 
McConaughey, Sandra Bullock and 
Dennis Quaid all live in the city. 

Nearby are other funky venues 
such as Kung Fu Saloon, a bar 
lined with old-school arcade 
games, as well as more traditional 
bars with spacious terraces. 

Over the course of my three-
night stay I barely scratch the 
surface of Austin’s music scene. 
One highlight is seeing a frenetic 
four-piece bluegrass band called 
the Whiskey Shivers in the 
upstairs bar at Lamberts. Another 

“We’re like a blueberry in a 
sea of tomato soup,” remarks 
one Austinite with a wry smile. 
It’s a statement that explains a lot 
about this endearing little city. 
While most of Texas is Republican 
and conservative, Austin is a 
democratic enclave – a laidback, 
liberal speck on the map that over 
the last few years has blossomed 
into one of the state’s most 
appealing destinations.

This creative energy is most 
obviously reflected in the city’s 
music scene. Austin has declared 
itself the ‘Live Music Capital of 
the World’, boasting it has more 
live music venues per capita than 
anywhere else in the US. You’ll 
find nearly 200, which for a 
population of around 800,000 is 
impressive. By contrast, Sydney is 
home to almost six times that 
number of people, yet I’d struggle 
to name five live music venues.

The jewel in the city’s musical 
crown is the Moody Theater, a 
2750-seat venue that opened in 
February last year. It’s the new 
home of Austin City Limits, the 
longest-running music TV show 
in US history, and it’s already 
played host to an impressive 
range of stars including Aretha 
Franklin, Bruce Springsteen, 
Jay-Z and Coldplay. The venue is 

TRAVEL ROcKSTAR-SPOTTING IN THE LONE STAR STATE

Austin, Texas, is alive with the sound of music. Country, gospel, jazz or rap  
– there’s something for everyone in the city’s cool bars and music venues

A MUSIcAL VAcATION IN AUSTIN, TExAS

STORy by 
Rob McFARLANd

NRMA MEMbERS  
SAVE 5% WHEN booKING 
THRoUGH NRMA TRAVEL
Call 1300 292 803 or visit www.
nrmatravel.com.au for full details

TExAS: THE LoNE STAR STATE
13 days/12 nights from $1738* 
NRMA Members twin share 
Guided sightseeing tours and stays in 
Dallas, Austin, San Antonio, Houston, 
Avery Island and New Orleans.  
10 breakfasts. 
Valid for sale: Until Oct 31, 2012
Valid for travel: Departs once a month, 
Jan – Jun & Sep. Twice during Oct 2013

BONUS Apr 2, 2013 experiences 
New Orleans French Quarter Festival.  
Oct 1 and 15, 2013 experiences the 
Texas State Fair (surcharges apply)

AMERIcA’S MUSIcAL HERITAGE
10 days/9 nights from $2241* 
NRMA Members twin share 
Take a tour through a tapestry of 
country, blues, rock ‘n’ roll and jazz. 
Your experienced tour guide will 
take you from Nashville to Memphis, 
Clarksdale and Frogmore, finishing at 
New Orleans. 14 meals, plus stays in 
centrally-located four-star hotels 
Valid for sale: Until Oct 31, 2012 
Valid for travel: Selected dates 
Apr 12 – May 17, Sep 6 – Nov 8, 2013

NEW oRLEANS To LA  
cRoSS-coUNTRy TRIp
12 days/11 nights from $1849* for 
18-30-something NRMA Members
See seven southwest states on this 
fun-filled guided tour staying in 
Austin, Santa Fe, Grand Canyon & Las 
Vegas to name a few. Includes 15 
meals, sightseeing in major cities and 
national park entry fees.
Valid for sale: Until Oct 31, 2012
Valid for travel: Selected departures 
May 4 – Nov 2, 2013
* Terms and conditions apply.  

TOP: Austin city 
Limits Music Festival 
in Zilker Park.  
BELOW: Allen’s 
boots – your one-
stop shop for cowboy 
attire; the statue 
of Willie Nelson 
guarding the gate of 
the Moody Theater.

part owned by country music 
legend Willie Nelson – his statue 
greets you outside and they’ve 
even changed the name of the 
street to Willie Nelson Blvd.

Two hours after arriving in 
town, I’m watching soul legend 
Al Green strut his stuff on stage, 
belting out classics like ‘Let’s stay 
together’ while throwing roses to 
an adoring crowd. It’s easy to 
see why the venue recently won 
Pollstar’s Best New Major Concert 
Venue award – no seat is more 
than 22 metres from the stage 
and, allegedly, you’re never more 
than 22 steps from a bar. 

The only downside to having 
200 music venues is deciding 
where to start. During my visit, 
the Austin Chronicle has an 
overwhelming 18 pages of music 
listings. A handy resource is the 
CD-sleeve-sized Music Guide 
booklet, which can be purchased 
from the Austin Visitors Bureau 
or downloaded free from their 
website (www.austintexas.org). 

The city’s best-known 
entertainment district is Sixth 
Street, a rowdy six-block stretch 
of bars, souvenir shops and tattoo 
parlours. Known affectionately 
by locals as the ‘dirty end’, it’s 
Austin’s equivalent of Sydney’s 
Kings Cross. 

FIVE MoRE 
TExAS MUSIc 
VENUES
 Granada Theater, 
Dallas. Opened as 
a movie house in 
1946, its mural-
covered walls now 
rock to the best live 
music. See www.
granadatheater.com

 billy bob’s Texas, 
Fort Worth. The 
world’s largest 
honky-tonk holds 
6000 people and 
features live bull 
riding on Friday 
and Saturday 
nights. See www.
billybobstexas.com

 Armadillo Palace, 
Houston. Grab the 
pistol door handles 
and pass under a 
thicket of antler 
horns to discover 
this saloon bar. See 
www.thearmadillo 
palace.com

 Gruene Hall, Gruene. 
built in 1878, this 
is Texas’ oldest 
continually-running 
dance hall and the 
birthplace of many 
great songwriters 
including George 
Strait, Lyle Lovett 
and Joe Ely.  
See www.
gruenehall.com

 The Grand 1894 
Opera House, 
Galveston. This 
gorgeous old opera 
house suffered 
extensive damage 
from Hurricane Ike 
in 2008, but has 
been lovingly 
restored to its 
former glory. See 
www.thegrand.com

is watching couples twirl around 
the dance floor of the Continental 
Club on a Saturday afternoon. 

There are disappointments. 
The warehouse-like La Zona 
Rosa – one of the city’s best-known 
venues – lacks atmosphere and 
intimacy, but overall the quality 
of the bands and the venues is 
impressively high.

While live music is Austin’s 
biggest drawcard, there are other 
reasons to visit. Texas might not 
immediately spring to mind as a 
culinary destination, but Austin 
has a remarkably vibrant food 
scene, including an intriguing 
selection of food trucks. You’ll 
find a dozen clustered on a South 
Congress Avenue parking lot, 
serving up everything from hot 
dogs to fried pickles to cupcakes.

There are more traditional 
attractions too, such as the Bob 
Bullock Texas Museum, which 
will tell you everything you ever 
wanted to know about the Lone 
Star State. Inside, you’ll find The 
Star of Destiny – a presentation 
on the origins of the state. 

There’s also the imposing 
dome-topped State Capitol 
building, which is free to enter 
and houses two impressive 
paintings depicting the battles at 
the Alamo and San Jacinto.

However, my most enduring 
memory of Austin isn’t the 
museums, the food or even 
the music; it’s the generous 
hospitality and unfailing 
courteousness of its residents.

Walk into any store, bar or 
restaurant and you’ll be greeted 
with the same singsong: “How 
y’awl doin?” People in the city are 
almost exhaustingly polite, from 
laundrette attendants (“Here 
honey, let me help you with that”) 
to lead singers (“I just wanna 
thank y’awl so much for comin’ to 
see us tonight”). 

Once somebody discovers 
you’ve visited “all the way from 
Austrayleeya” – expect a rock 
star’s welcome. Which, coming 
from the Live Music Capital of the 
World, feels kinda neat. 

A different kind of Texas

fROM TOP: Sixth Street – where it all 
happens; one of the many food trucks;  
some of Allen’s boots!
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